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Guidelines Issued for the Reusé of Road Sand Sweepings 


The state DOT estimates that approximately half of the 370,000 cubic yards of road 
sand applied to state roads by DOT during the past winter will be collected this year 
by sweeping activities. Connecticut's 169 municipalities apply an untold quantity of 
road sand on the town maintained roads, in addition to the volume used by DOT. 
Anticipating a road sand sweeping glut due to the prolonged winter, the DEP has 
issued guidelines for the disposal of road sand sweepings. The Water Bureau, 
working cooperatively with the recycling program, has developed guidelines for the 
recycling of road sand sweepings. The Department recommends, as the preferred 
method, the reuse of road sand sweepings by blending them into road construction 
aggregate material for use as fill under paved or impervious surfaces on construction 
sites. Aggregate recycling facilities and construction aggregate recyclers in your area 
can be found in the yellow pages under sand and gravel. 


The use of road sand sweepings as fill is permitted, although less desirable, and 
certain volume and siting restrictions are discussed in the guidelines. The guidelines 
recommend that the use of road sand sweepings as fill be coordinated through the 
municipal inland wetland enforcement officer and town sanitarian to minimize 
adverse impacts to surface and subsurface water supplies. This material is not 
recommended for mixing with compost. If you would like to request a copy of the 
guidelines or have any questions, contact Earl Beebe at 566-8722. 


CBEC's Southwest Chapter Launches Video Loan Program 


The Southwest Chapter of the Connecticut Business Environmental Council, Inc. 
(CBEC) has established a library of recycling-related educational materials and 
videos. Three of the videos have been produced by CBEC Southwest and address 
recycling issues and programs specific to our state. The titles currently available 


include; "Closing the Loop on Paper Recycling in Connecticut", "Glass Recycling in 


Connecticut", "The Original Recyclers" and "Connecticut Recycling Revisited". 


These materials are available on loan to anyone interested in more information on 
recycling. To get more information or to arrange to borrow one of these tapes call 1- 
800-972-4049. | 


"SHARPS" Education Materials Available Soon 


DEP's Recycling Department has begun to work on a public relations campaign to 
educate home users of "sharps" about proper disposal of this item. The issues to be 
emphasized in this campaign will include; preferred options for containerization of 
sharps, the importance of separating collected sharps from recyclables even if they 
are in a recyclable container, and the need to protect workers in the recycling 
industry, many of whom are involved in hand-sorting of materials, from needlestick 
injuries. 


The Department will be producing a brochure, poster and public service 
announcement for radio. Brochures will be available at local pharmacies, from 
municipal Recycling Coordinators and DEP. If you are a professional in the 
healthcare field, who provides service to home users of "sharps", and would like to be 
on the list to receive samples of the educational materials, please contact Meg Enkler 
at 566-8722. Materials are expected to be ready for distribution in late summer of 
1994. 


Household Hazardous Waste Network Forming 


The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Waste Bureau is 
establishing a network for those in the public or non-profit sector who are interested 
in the collection of household hazardous waste (HHW). The group will give both 
professionals and volunteers who are managing HHW programs an opportunity to 
meet and share information and resources regarding current issues such as liability, 
source reduction ideas, public education, data collection, new technologies, industry 
initiatives, etc.. Whether your local program is handled by a regional permanent 
facility or your town holds an annual one-day event, we encourage you to participate 
in this network. The structure and function of the group will be determined at the 
first meeting, a date for which has not yet been set. If you are interested in joining 
this group or would just like more information, please contact Tom Metzner at 566- 
8722. 


#1 PET World's Most Recycled Plastic 


PET, polyethylene terephthalate, containers continue to be the world's most recycled 
plastic. According to the National Association for Plastic Container Recovery 
(NAPCOR), in 1992, 365 million pounds of PET plastic were recycled, representing 
27% of all PET containers produced that year. PET plastic has numerous 
applications, the most familiar being as a soft drink container. However, PET is now 
often used as a container for juice, water, liquor bottles, peanut butter, salad oil and 
for some household cleaners. | | : 


Once recycled, PET can be manufactured into many useful products. Some of the 
products available now include; new containers, polyester carpet, polyester fabric for 
t-shirts and sweaters, fiberfill for sleeping bags and winter coats, industrial 
strapping, tennis ball containers, fiberglass automotive parts and scouring pads. 
Purchase of these products directly effects the success and economic viability of local 
recycling programs. For example, a polyester T-shirt or fiberfili for a ski jacket will 
utilize five 2-liter bottles each. The fiberfill for one sleeping bag will utilize thirty- 
five 2-liter bottles as a raw material and 1 sq. yard of polyester carpet would utilize 
thirty-six bottles. (Source: PET PROJECTS, Vol. 5, November 3, 1993, NAPCOR) 


Upcoming Meetings 


"Recycling, The HOT Issues." The 14th Annual Pennsylvania Recycling Conference 
and Recycled Products Showcase will be held on May 1-3, 1994 at the Harrisburg 
Marriott in Harrisburg, PA. For more information contact the Pennsylvania 
Resources Council, P.O. Box 88, Medie, Pennsylvania 19063 or call (610) 565-9131. 


Waste, Community and Economy, Searching for Sustainable Solutions, will 
be held on June 9-11 at the Lake Okanagan Resort in Kelowna, British Columbia. 
For more information contact the Recycling Council of British Columbia (RCBC) at 
#201-225 Smithe Street, Vancover, BC V6B 2X7 or call (604) 734-7223. 
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